As educators, we strive daily to improve our instructional practices to ensure that we are meeting the needs of our students. In order to gain a better insight into how politics affects our schools, I attended the ASCD Leadership Institute for Legislative Advocacy (LILA).   Educators from around the country gathered together with one common purpose: To improve the instructional program for our students through the support of our elected officials. The LILA Conference began with the ASCD’s Legislative Agenda.  Below are some highlights that I felt was critical in understanding where ASCD stood on the issues affecting our students.
· ASCD believes in maintaining the goal to close the achievement gap among students of demographic subgroups through a Growth models and a Reward based accountability system, professional development, and ensuring that teachers are Highly Qualified. Also, ASCD supports replacing the currently narrow federal focus on standardized testing in reading and math with multiple measures in all core subjects. 

· ASCD continues its commitment t to addressing the Whole Child Initiative by calling on congress to ensure that all children are healthy, safe, engaged, supported, and challenged. 

· ASCD encourages Federal and State relationship that promotes innovative, criteria-driven programs and practices that are linked to school improvement. Also, ASCD promotes identifying essential elements of what is a highly qualified teacher.

The conference provided new insight on the future of our educational system.  As result of the speakers, including the Secretary of Education Arne Duncan, I believe it is necessary that we educators prepare to work harder with fewer resources. The upcoming budget is dismal and may not recover until 2014. We must all prepare for more layoffs and furloughs.  In light of the lack of funding, legislators are continuing to stress the need for the Reauthorization of NCLB.  There will be more discussion to come regarding the Reauthorization after President Obama’s State of the Union Address.
The following are a list of people to watch as we look to the future of the educational system.
· Senator Michael Bennett of Colorado- Supports pay for performance.
· Senator John Boehner- Helped to push NCLB in 2001. Education is a really big issue for him.
· Senator Lamar Alexander: Ranking member on education subcommittee.
· Watch for the Tea Party	
The following are a few Selected Bills to Watch in the upcoming years:
· K-12budget ,  21st century learning,  Full Service Community Schools Act
· Diploma Act-Developing Innovative Partnerships Opportunities that
· Motivates Achievement, Stem partnership- America Competes Act
· Raise up Act - Reengaging American in Serious Education  by Uniting Programs
Although the outlook is bleak, we must maintain optimism that our leaders will do what is in the best interest of our children. Let us continue to move forward and prepare our students to become future leaders.     
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